
 
 

 

JAMES BORTHWICK 
www.imdb.com/name/nm1338489/ 

 
Height   : 1,83m 
Eyes   : Hazel 
Hair   : Brown 
Languages  : English, Afrikaans 
 
FILM  
SOM van TWEE     Gert    dir. Simoné Pretorius 
DO YOUR WORST (Film)   Roberto (Support)  dir. Samantha Nell 
‘n ANDER  MENS (Film)    Acker  (Lead)   dir. Quenten Krogg 
LITTLE BIG MOUTH    Frank (Support)   dir. Ziggy Hofmeyr 
In a Time Without Love (short Film)  Sgt Wallace   dir. Mark Strydom  
Jozi (https://youtu.be/BCs_PNy0HJc)  Rev. Vermeulen   dir. Craig Freimond 
Hansie : A True Story    Commentator Jack  dir. Regardt v.d. Bergh 
Stander      Vorster    dir. Bronwen Hughes 
Le crime de monsieur Stil (TV movie)  Grand Louis   dir. Claire Devers 
Die Prince van Pretoria    Tommy Prinsloo  dir. Franz Marx 
Sweet 'n Short     Shawn Raymond  dir. Gray Hofmeyr 
The Fourth Reich    Sidney Cohen   dir. Manie van Rensburg 
Wie Laaste Lag     Lead    dir. Koos Roets  
Die Groen Faktor    Freek van Zyl   dir. Koos Roets 
Wat Jy Saai     Minister   dir. Tim Spring 
The Guest: An episode in the Life of Eugène Marais  Support    dir. Ross Devenish 
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TELEVISION 
 
TAKTIEK     Venter    kykNET 
DIEPE WATER S1    Leon Botha   kykNET 
LEGACY S2     Don    M-Net     
HOTEL (Seasons 1 - 5)    Ferdi Kruger   kykNET 
Wild at Heart (TV series)   Episode #5.1… Piet  dir. Nick Laughland 

     Konsternasie Oppie Stasie (TV series)  Du Preez   dir. Bobby Heaney 
     Feast of the Uninvited (TV series)  Joey Drew   dir. Katinka Heyns 
     (https://youtu.be/SlJ8F48pPU4) 
 
     On the Couch (TV series)   Willy    dir. Ilse van Hemert 

Hillside (TV series)    Thys 'Fish' Visagie  dir. Tony Kgoroge 
Danger Games     Lead    dir. Koos Roets 
Scoop Schoombie (TV series)   Scoop    dir. Craig Freimond 

 
 

 

 

TELEVISION SERIES 

Diepe Waters    Leon Botha 

7de Laan - Season 1   Mike 
Erfsondes - Season 1   Big Ben 
Feast of the Uninvited - Season 1  Joey Drew 
Gabriël - Season 1   Kas Klopper 
Hillside - Season 2   Thys "Fish" Visagie 
Konsternasie Oppie Stasie - Season 1 Du Preez 
Madiba - Season 1   De Wet Nel 
On the Couch - Season 1 & 2  Willy 
Rhythm City - Season 1   Ronald 
Van der Walt's Fault - Season 1  Piet Retief 

 

James studied Speech & Drama at Natal University, Pietmaritzburg before joining the Performing Arts Council of the 
Free State in 1974.   
He has appeared in over 210 theatre productions including  
 
The Grapes of Wrath (1986 - for which he won a DALRO Best Supporting Actor Award as Jim Casey);   
Amadeus (1991) Regional Vita Best Actor as Salieri;  
Tickle to Fine Leg (1995) Regional Vita Best Actor in a Comedy Award as Corky Labuschange;  
Old Wives Tale (1998) Avanti Award for Best Actor in a Feature film Award;  
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Uncle Vanya (2004) Fleur du Cap Award as Best Supporting Actor as Astrov;  
Evita (2010) Fleur du Cap and NalediAwards for Best performance in a Musical as Peron.  
 
Other highlights include  
Kernerin Hapgood (1990), Aston in the Caretaker (1992),  
Max van Mayerling in Sunset Boulevard (2013)  
Bob in Priscilla Queen of the Desert (2017)  
All of which were nominated performances.  
He has toured internationally with Singing in the Rain, Evita and Phantom of the Opera 2019/20 (the only South 
African cast member) 
James has also appeared in numerous local television productions, including the Award winning comedy series, HOTEL 
(SAFTA Award for Best Actor in a TV Comedy Series), Rhythm City, Hapgood, Erfsondes, Gabriel, Hillside, On the Couch 
and Scoop Schoombie.  International credits include The Crown (BBC),  MADIBA (Canadian TV) and WILD at HEART 
(iTV) 
 
His film credits include Do Your Worst, Little Big Mouth, ‘n Ander Mens, Jozi, Hansie: A True Story, Gums & Noses, 
Stander, Just Nuisance, Magic is Alive, My friends, Skollie and The Guest 
 
AWARDS 

Best Actor Award (SAFTA)  HOTEL S3  

Among many awards he was awarded a DALRO and Piers Nicholson Award 1978. Nominated for a Vita 
Award (national) best lead actor for his role in Blackage 1997. Won a Fleur du Cap Award as best actor for Evita (2011) 
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